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To imply that to smack a child is assault is highly emotive language which creates an 
impression that is not the reality in the majority of families.  I am sure that most people of a 
certain age will have heard the stories of a friend of neighbour who was hit repeatedly by a 
slipper or the like.  That sort of behaviour would rightly be considered assault and the law is 
able to deal with those cases should they happen now. 

The picture is currently being painted that smacking is something that parents do to hurt 
their children when the parent has lost control.  This is not the reality.  The majority of 
parents that I have spoken to when they talk of smacking are referring to a tap on the back 
of the hand or bottom that is done after warnings/discussions or when the child is doing 
something that is putting themselves or others in danger.  It is never done to hurt the child.  
It is not done in rage.  It is done to correct, educate and grow the child. 

The loving response is to correct a child when they are putting themselves or others at 
harm.  It would be unreasonable to negotiate with a child who was pulling another one’s 
hair or biting them.  It could also hurt the other child more to try and remove the child doing 
the harming.  However, to reasonable chastise the child by giving them a tap that causes 
them to release their grip benefits everyone.  The child doing the hurting will have learned 
that their behaviour is unacceptable.  The child being hurt is released and learns that you 
care enough to act. 

I think most parents would rather knock their child’s hand away from a hot or dangerous 
item than let them come to harm.  However, this act of love would under the proposals have 
the potential to see parents prosecuted, their livelihood’s lost and their families broken 
apart.  It is open to abuse by disgruntled teenagers who, not understanding the 
consequences, could falsely accuse their parents of smacking them as “punishment” for, 
say, removing their mobile phones.  It becomes one person’s word against another.  Again, 
tearing decent families apart unnecessarily. 

I would be hugely disappointed to see Scotland introduce this bill.  The current legislation 
protects children from abuse.  This intrusion into the private life of decent, hard working 
parents, who are attempting to do their best for their children cannot and will not end well. 

 


